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BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses 
in America’s back country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain 
open to recreational stock use. To assist the various governmental and private agencies in 
their maintenance and management of said resource. To educate, encourage and solicit 
active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by horsemen and the   
general public commensurate with our heritage. To foster and encourage the formation of 
new chapters in the state organization. 

July 2020 Notes from the President 

 It is with sadness for me to start this article with saying we lost one our founding         
members of this chapter on June 7th 2020.  When I first met Alice Yancey we held 
our meetings at the Grange on the corner of Hannagan. She welcomed me like she 
did with everyone who came thru those doors for a  meeting, making sure I had a 
place to sit, she asked for my name and gave me all the BCHW brochures.  She 
was very proud of this Chapter and she followed the mission statement. She       
always made sure our first aid kit was ready for the next trail ride, she was an     
advocate for wearing a helmet and she could sing like a lark with Angie Schutte by 
her side. I am glad I had a chance to ride, laugh and to say I knew her. I know she 
is in Heaven greeting everyone and making sure they are all welcomed at the 
Pearly Gates.   

 We had our first Board meeting via telephone with also video access. I was      
impressed to see Joe Remenar wearing his PPE. With the short amount of time  
allotted I feel we accomplished the essential topics to continue our chapter        
business.  I know that some of you have reached out to the Board members         
regarding buying tools and improving our trails and making sure the maintenance 
is kept up at our local trail heads.  I encourage you to keep on reaching out to a 
board member, your voice makes a difference.  I am hoping soon when we reach 
Phase 3 where we will be able to meet as a chapter and  enjoy each other’s interest 
and company.    

 I hope you all had the opportunity to listen or read the article by Whatcom Talks 
who interviewed Mike McGlenn regarding what BCH represents.  Thank you 
Mike, for a job well done.  

 With the cancellation of the State Wide Work Party I want to thank everyone who 
have been taking this time to work on our local trails. I know you are practicing 
your social distancing and taking all of the precautionary measures to be safe. With 
all of your hard work. I want to thank you, ensuring the rest of us have a fun and a 
safe ride today.   

 Remember to take the opportunity to look at the ongoing online auction for 
BCHW, this auction is to make up for the lost funds due to canceling 2020       
Rendezvous. If you interested in shopping and supporting, the link is            
https://www.bchw.org.                                                                                                        
        (Continue on Page 2) 
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Volunteer hours   
 
The following hours were reported to Verna in 
March and April 2020 ( Some hours are for     
previous months). 
 
Trail Work: Basic——15.5,  Skilled——26  
LNT/Educ——19  
Admin ----------119.5  
Travel -----------33 
Total of  213 for March and April 
 
Thank you to the following for reporting their 
hours:  Bob Rathjen, Cindy Piccolo,  Fran       
Van Diest, Janelle Wilson, Joe Remenar, Joelle 
Adams, Letitia Wheeler, Marie Tiemersma, 
Melinda Smull, Mike McGlenn, Robert 
Mitchem, Rocky Leavitt, Roger Edmonds, 
Roger Nelson, Sharon Hoofnagle,  Verna 
McLeod. 
 
Hours reported for May 2020: 
 
Trail Work: Basic-------50.5,  Skilled-------108 
Admin----------------------2 
Travel---------------------33 
 

Thank you to the following for reporting their 
hours in May: Alder Giarde, Andy McLeod, 
Anne Marie Vandersypen, Bill McKenna, Bob 
Rathjen, Brent Stovall, Gary Anderson, Joe 
Remenar,  Jon-Sebastian, Rocky Leavitt,         
Rodney  Vandersypen, Roger Nelson, Verna 
McLeod 

 
 

2020 
TRAIL BOSSES 

 
Cindy Piccolo 
360-961-4839 

 
Rocky Leavitt 
360-599-2675 

 
Joe Remenar 
360-818-4481 

 
Roger Nelson 
360-599-2461 

 
WORK PARTY 

COORDINATOR 
Roger Nelson 
360-599-2461 

 
PACKING        

COORDINATOR 
Rocky Leavitt 
360-599-2675 

Colette and Angela did some work at 
one of the trails at heady on June 7th. 

( Continue from Page 1) 

 President’s Notes  

I know that we are all experiencing this social, economic, and political climate in our          
communities.  Please hear, see, and be mindful of those effected by this.  We are all in this 
together. 

Ride on!  Cindy P President.    

Before and after 
pictures of one 
of the trails at 
heady that 
Roxanne  
Hooper and  
Brette Glenn 
cleaned/cleared 
with their trusty 
folding saws in 
May. 
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             Advertising Rates 
  
Full Page----$45.00 per month, limited to space available 
  
1/2 Page……$90.00 for 6 months or $150.00 for a Year 
  
1/4 Page……$60.00 for 6 months or $100.00 for a Year 
  
Business Card….$30.00 for 6 months or $50.00 for a Year 
  
Classifieds………$3.00 per month 

A Special Thank You to: 
Laurel Farm & Western Supply 

America’s Horse Country 
Weylin & Amy Eldred  
325 W Laurel Rd., Bellingham 360/398-1216  * 
360/398-8050 fax 

 
CLASSIFIED 

** Place your classified ad here.  Classifieds 
are free to          Whatcom BCH members, or 
just $3.00 for anyone else.  Send your ad and 
money to the newsletter editor by the 2nd            
Wednesday of the month. 

 
Check out our Website:  

 
VET NOTES  Sharon Hoofnagle D.V.M.     Partnership Article in Equus 
  
There is an excellent article on good behavior in the horse in the summer 2020 issue of Equus, issue 501. It 
describes how what seems like resistance, or bad behavior by a horse may actually be an attempt by the horse 
to work with their human partner.  
  
To summarize the article your horse is your partner if: 
they initiate communication with you 
they trust that they will be allowed to think through issues without being punished 
they are tuned into their human, they volunteer behaviors 
 they keep us safe by occasionally disobeying commands that could put us in danger 
they show attachment to their human 
  
It is an excellent article with scenarios. 
  
One of my own favorite examples I had as a veterinarian occurred often with old horses. I would attempt to 
lift a leg on an old timer to examine the foot and the horse would refuse to lift it. But they would then very 
quietly lift the opposite leg instead. They very clearly were saying “I can’t lift the leg you want, either        
because it hurts to flex it or it hurts to stand on the opposite leg. But I can let you have the opposite leg” How 
easy it would have been to misinterpret that as misbehavior. 

EDITOR’S POLICIES 
 
Trail Tales is published monthly. Deadline for submission of articles is the 15th of each month.  Non-copyrighted 
submissions are welcomed (subject to space limitations).  Opinions and views expressed in letters or personal         
articles are not necessarily the opinions of BCH. Send submissions to: Editor, Fran Van Diest, 723 Van Wyck Rd, 
Bellingham, WA. 98226.  Email to: fvandiest@msn.com. 



 

 

Trai l  Tales  Page 4  

CALENDAR 
 
Due to the coronavirus, more information on the following will be 
sent by email at a later date.  All dates are currently pending until 
further notice. 
 
July 6th——-Board meeting--phone conference  
 
July 8th——  General Meeting at Misty River Ranch--pending 
 
  
 
  

     2020 COMMITTEE        
 CHAIRS: 
 
          LEGISLATIVE: 

Bill McKenna 
360-599-2526 

 
      LEAVE NO TRACE: 

Bill McKenna 
360-599-2526 

   
    VOLUNTEER HOURS: 

Verna McLeod 
360-595-2744 

 
           PROGRAMS: 

Sharon Hoofnagle 
360-7344258 

          
           SUNSHINE            

Michelle McKenna 
360-599-2526 

 
TRAIL HEAD  
COMMITTEE    
Mike McGlenn 
360-739-2619 

 
SCRAPBOOK 

Debbie Lagerwey 
360-354-2804 
Need Pictures! 

Paid Advertisement  9-2019—7-2020 

Volunteer Hours 
 

Be sure to report your hours to Verna at verna@soundenginerring.com.  
Any work done on the trails, keep track of your hours, also if you do any 
work on the trailhead, cleaning, mowing count.  If you are not sure if the 
hours count, send them to Verna and she will make that decision. 
Fran 



 

 

Trai l  Tales  Page 5  

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

November 14, 2020 
Whatcom Chapter           
Fundraiser Auction 

 
Due to the coronavirus, our      
auction that was scheduled for 
April 4th was postponed. 
Melinda was able to reserve the 
next available date which is Saturday, November 14, 2020 for our 
auction at the Deming Logging Show. 
The time will be the same: 
5:30-7:00 pm – Silent Auction   
7:15 pm – Live Auction  
 
Thank you all for your donations and your patience.  If you still wish 
to donate, please contact Melinda Smull at 360-595-2137. 
 
So mark your calendars! Let your friends and relatives know. 
More information at a later date. 
Fran 

Paid advertisement Feb 2020—Jan 2021 

Sunshine Committee 
 

 If you know someone that 
needs a little ray of sunshine, 
please contact Michelle 
McKenna at 360-599-2526 or 
send her an email at:                             
wintercreek10@gmail.com.  
 
Alice Yancey passed away on 
June 7th--card sent to Alice’s 
family. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

FOR SALE:  
 
Weaver new 
leather back 
cinch               
including two 
matching billet 
straps. Never 
been used 
firm  $140.               
Ph number           
360-961-4839.  
Cindy                
Piccolo    
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Work done at Stewart Mtn. trails, and Heady trails. 
 
June 3, 2020 work party at Stewart Mtn. trails, Joe , Rocky, 
Bob and Bill brush cut and cleaned trails. 
 
June 4th--Roger brush cut the berms at Vedder trailhead 
 
June 7th--Angela Elenbaas and Colette Cloutier did some 
brush cutting at heady trails 
 
June 18th--work party at Stewart Mtn. trails, Rocky Leavitt, 
Bob Rathjen, Joe Remenar, Roger Nelson,  Brent Stovall and 
Sharon Hoofnagle did some brush cutting.   
 
June--Heady trails--Marie Tiemersma, Shirley Todhunter,          
Karin Snavely, Debbie Blockley, Melinda Smull, Rena Colton 
and Sam Dunkailo all worked at heady trails on different days 
and sections.  Terry and Krystal DeBruin did some brush           
cutting and also mowed the lawn at Vedder trail head. 
 
In May Roxanne Hooper and Brette Glenn cleaned and cleared 
a section of the trail by the Gate 2 Gate trail. 
Fran 

Pictures of Stewart 
Mtn work parties on 
June 3rd and June 
18th.  The first 3 
pictures are from 
June 3rd and the 
other two are from 
June 18th. 
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Join Whatcom Backcountry Horsemen for our 4th 
annual fundraiser Salmon Fest ride on Saturday,  
October 3rd at the horse camp at Heady .  It will be a 
fun 2 1/2 hour Autumn ride with a delicious grilled 
King Salmon lunch between 12:30—2:00pm! 
Ride and Salmon lunch donation of  $15.00            
Children 12 and under  $10.00 
Ride and hot dog lunch donation of  $10.00 
Ride only donation of  $10.00  
First riders out at 9:30 am, last rider at 11:00am.  
Trails will be marked.    

Cash or checks only! 
 Contact : Helen at  360-592-8080 for more info. 
No dogs on ride.   Dogs must be on leash in other areas. 

       
 
 
 
    Directions:  From Mt. Baker Hwy     
 (542)    East  continue on  542, by        
 Kendall, on roundabout take 2nd 
 exit  straight to Kendall Road 
 (547). Turn right  on South Pass 
 Road, turn left on Heady road. 
 Turn  right at  yellow gate and                     
 follow signs.  
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Fran Van Diest 
WBCH Newsletter Editor 

723 Van Wyck  Rd 
Bellingham , WA 98226 

(360) 734-2567 

 

Next 
Whatcom Chapter Backcountry Horsemen 

Meeting: 
General Meeting: July 8, 2020 

Misty River Ranch 
July general meeting pending further notice.  

 

 

BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back 
country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use. To assist 
the various governmental and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said resource. To 
educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by horsemen 
and the general public commensurate with our heritage. To foster and encourage the formation of new 
chapters in the state organization. 
 

 


